MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 10th MAY, 2011 AT 7.30 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman
Mrs J A Horton

Mrs A K Jarrett

W Bellin
Apologies:


A J Austin
County Councillor

R P Thomas

Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
April Meeting

It was proposed by Councillor G W Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th of April 2011 be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman reported that Councillor Mrs S J Carter had resigned.  The Clerk reported that he had sent an e-mail to the Vale of Glamorgan Council in respect of this and that he had posted public notices for a replacement.  The Clerk said that the closing date was the 18th of May.  The Chairman agreed that he would put a note in the newsletter should there be no formal candidates.
3.2
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman reported that he had established that, as now required by law, the Clerk had filed all current Minutes digitally and all other copies of the Minutes prior to 2008 were in hard copy form.  The Chairman reported that they no longer had to be bound but had to be electronically filed.  The Chairman understood that the Minutes prior to 2008 can be digitally copied.  The Clerk agreed to scan in all Minutes previous to 2008 to ensure that the Community Council had a full electronic copy.  Closed.
3.3
Notice Board

The Chairman reported that this would be discussed further on under item 6.3.
3.4
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman reported that this was now being printed with the sponsorship of the Community Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact J Lloyd to ask for an electronic copy as required by statute.  Agreed unanimously.

3.5
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that this continued to raise problems and added that he had heard from Alun Cairns MP that he had written to the Chairman of Openreach BT, and was currently chasing a reply to the letter.  The Chairman said that the reception continued to be a problem along the A48 in Cowbridge and in the various villages in the meantime.  The Chairman also noted that the School had a fibre optic connection.  Councillor G Bates suggested that the Chairman send an e-mail to Alun Cairns, to thank him for his efforts and look forward to his reply.  Noted.
3.6
Damage to the grass verge by the School
The Chairman reported that he had spoken to Dereck Evans, who had said that he was not really qualified to make detailed specification drawings, but that he had contacted Mark Carter as agreed at the April meeting, and would send Mark copies of the survey drawings.  The Chairman further reported that Mark Carter and Dereck Evans would then progress this further.  They also have contacts who carry out this type of work and would be prepared to give a domestic quote to the Community Council.  The Chairman believed that this should be delegated to a new Councillor as and when a replacement for Mrs Carter was appointed.

3.7
Keeping the Village Tidy
The Chairman said that the village was looking very tidy, and that it was looking smarter than others in regard to keeping litter at bay and keeping the areas tidy.  The grass cuts had taken place, much more professionally, but the end of Tŵmpath had not been done yet due to the fact that the remnants of the daffodils meant that this could not be cut until June.
3.8
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

The Chairman said that he had spoken to Phil Beaman of the Vale of Glamorgan Council, and that they had looked at the Spinney.  Whilst Phil Beaman agreed that it was part of the Highway, the Vale of Glamorgan would only do the biennial yard cut on the Spinney.  In regard to the area behind St Michael’s Church, the car park and the foot paths, Phil Beaman agreed that it was an overgrown mess but that the Vale of Glamorgan Council does not have the resources to maintain it and there was no Statutory obligation to do so.  The Chairman reported that this also applied to the area between Kirk Brae and Quarry House, apart from the clearance of litter.  Councillor G Bates said that behind the car park, the weeds needed clearing, the borders needed cutting back along with the footpath, and proposed that this could be done by a contractor.  The Chairman agreed that this would be necessary but could cost between £500 and £700 to clear it up.

The Chairman said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council had said that the Community Council could do this privately.  The Chairman agreed to ask a private contractor for a quote to tidy up the area, along with a possible quote for cutting the Spinney, unless Councillor A Austin wished to do it.  A budget of £750 was proposed and it was agreed that the Chairman would discuss with Councillor G Bates when he received the quotes from the contractor.  The Chairman also agreed to ask Councillor A Austin if he wished to cut the Spinney.  Agreed.
3.9
Recycling & Llandow Gas Drilling Application
The Chairman had been assured that the Vale of Glamorgan Council would consult with the Community Council as well as the other Community Councils in the area in the event of another application being made.  In this case, it was agreed that the Community Council would put forward holding objections and would write to the Vale accordingly.  This would also give the Community Council the time to contact the other Community Councils in the area.
3.10.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
As the County Councillor R Thomas was unable to attend, this would be carried over to the next meeting.  To be carried over to the June meeting.

3.11
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
Councillor Mrs. Angela Jarrett declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon other than in regard to matters of clarification as declared proper by the Chairman.
The Chairman asked whether Mrs Jarrett had received any further information and she said that she had not.  Mrs Jarrett reported that she had continued to contact other parties - David Melding AM, Alun Cairns MP, and County Councillor Jeff James but with no further success.  The Chairman reported that the signage was consistent with the holding of the Eisteddfod in 2012 to promote the pub to a wider market  The Chairman agreed to write again to the Welsh Assembly in regard to initiatives by Visit Wales for the promotion of Tourism in Wales.


3.12
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman said that although there didn’t seem to be anything at the moment this would be carried over to the next meeting.  To be carried over to the June meeting.

3.13
Seat for the Little Hill
The Chairman said that he had spoken to Councillor A Austin before he went on holiday, and that this was in hand.
3.14
The Spinney and Little Hill
The Chairman said that there was a lot of weed on the Spinney and that it would be better to seed this over.  It was agreed that this would be carried out by the contractor.  Councillor Mrs A Jarrett said that she had seen one or two wasps had been seen, but no swarms in the area.

3.15
Mobile Library
The Chairman said that he had tried again to contact Councillor Tony Hampton, but had not been successful in receiving a reply on this matter. 

3.16
Zurich Insurance
The Chairman asked Councillor G Bates the query he had raised about this at the last meeting in April.  Councillor G Bates said that it was as to whether any negligent actions on the part of the Community Council would be covered.  The Chairman said that he would contact Zurich in the following week and would ask if the insurance they offered was on a “like for like” basis.

3.17
Chickens in Beech Park
Councillor Mrs J Horton reported that she had been to see the person concerned to discuss this and they have agreed to put up proper fencing to prevent the chickens from escaping.
3.18
Commemorative Tribute to Ena Greenslade on the Village Green

Councillor G Bates said that the neighbours would meet together in due course to agree on a tree and the position on the Green.  To be carried forward to the next meeting.  To be carried forward to the June meeting.
3.19
National Eisteddfod
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.
Councillor W Bellin wished to explain that the previous note was in relation to companies and associated partners.  Further financial requests had been approved by the Working party of the Vale and that requests could be made to Community Councils.  The Chairman said that this had related to a query at the time, but that the Community Council would not make a contribution.

Councillor W Bellin requested that the matter be reconsidered that the Community Council make a contribution to the National Eisteddfod and that the Chairman consulted with Alun Cairns.  However, as this was not seconded by any present, it was agreed that it stand that no contribution be made.

4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman reported that he had heard nothing further on this matter.  To be taken forward to the meeting in September.
5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Clerk deputised and reported the following:

The Accounts for the month ending 30th April 2011 showing balances of £4,825.76 (Current Account) and £7187.89 (Deposit Account) as circulated by the Treasurer were noted.  The Clerk said that he had received the remittance advice for the precept which had not been added to the Current Account, for the amount of £904.00.  This would make the total of the Current Account of £5,729.76.
6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
Revision of Bus Services
The Clerk reported that he had received notification from transport of the revision of bus timetables for the village.  The Chairman said that there was a possibility that this service could be cut as part of the financial cuts in the Vale of Glamorgan.  The Clerk agreed to put a copy of the consultation report request in the newsletter and in the Sycamore Tree Public House.
6.2
Renewal of One Voice Wales Membership
The Clerk reported that this had been paid.  The Clerk also reported that he had attended the One Voice Wales meeting on the 18th of April and that whilst various general issues were discussed, nothing of major note to Colwinston came up.  Noted.
6.3
Planning Application – P-DC-ML-2011-00212-FUL – Tŷ Colwyn, Coed Masarnen – Single storey stone clad extension to provide new kitchen area and courtyard
The Clerk reported that this had been approved, but that the report stated that the Community Council had not made any observations.  The Chairman said that he had then contacted Rob Thomas of the Vale of Glamorgan Council with the proof that the Community Council had sent observations in regard to this planning application.  The Officer concerned had said that he had not received the observations of the Community Council.  However, the Chairman said that he had contacted the Vale to complain about the issues involved, mainly that of right of way in regard to the oil tank.  Rob Thomas said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council could not have enforced restrictions in regard to this.  The Chairman had replied that the Community Council was not happy with the current state of affairs and also that there was a possibility of going across public land.

The Chairman proposed that the Community Council should ask that all problems should be resolved as soon as possible, and that the access would still be at the discretion of the Community Council as long as it is only used for those purposes.  Councillor G Bates wanted to make sure that the most amenable course was taken, for future purpose, when the house is sold on.  The Chairman agreed to write back to the Planning Officer that the Community Council had major concerns about the application.  The Clerk agreed to forward the final report to all Community Councillors.
6.4
Local Development Plan – Planning Forum
The Clerk reported that he had looked at the presentation in regard to planning applications, there was a change in the way applications would be regarded.  All applications would be considered Officer delegated, then conservation issues would be considered and the application would be forwarded to the relevant Community Council.  The Deputy Chairman said that he was worried that Community Councils continued to be left out of secondary approval negotiations.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Payment of Clerk’s Allowances & Expenses – PAYE Implementation
The Chairman reported that Mazars had informed the Clerk that the HMRC had changed the rules on paying Clerks.  Up until now, the Clerk’s pay had been made at the discretion of the Community Council.  The Chairman said that the Clerk now had to be paid through a PAYE system and that Town Councils already employed a Clerk under the PAYE rules.  The Community Councils had not done this up until now, but would be required to do so.  Clerks could not continue to be paid as self-employed or be paid gross under this system.

The Chairman said that PAYE had to be put into process immediately, but that there were organisations who could assist in this matter.  The Clerks would also have to be paid monthly even though they do not always work the same hours.  The amount of tax paid could make it more difficult for the Clerk and would make it difficult to retain Clerks.  Councillor G Bates suggested that a monthly payment following the Clerk’s request for payment.  The Chairman also suggested contacting Paul Griffiths and contacting DCK Beavers and seeing how much it would cost the CCC in regard to National Insurance and Tax.  The Chairman further reported that, at his request, Alun Cairns MP had referred the matter to the Treasury Minister concerned.
7.2
Electronic Planning System
Councillor W Bellin said that the initiative of a totally electronic planning system had come up at the Liaison Committee meeting, and that many Town and Community Councils were against this.  The Chairman said that this relied too much on the fact that all Councils had the ability to print the drawings and papers relating to applications.  Councillor G Bates said that it was difficult to read the drawing supplied, as it was produced in A3, but that most Community Councils could only print in A4.  The Chairman said that not all Councils were able to produce the applications.  The Chairman suggested that the Community Council should be against this.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write to the Planning Department and voice concerns.
8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 14th of June, at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.30 pm.

Signed
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....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
14/06/2011
Signed
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Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
14/06/2011
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